
   From the Heart of the Pastor 
         
 

In our Exodus study we have already noted several distinctions regarding the hardening of Pharaoh’s heart.  By way of a 
quick reminder, the Scripture describes this sorrowful condition in several ways.  From an active perspective, sometimes 
it is Pharaoh who hardens his own heart, 8:15, 32; 9:34, and at other times, we note that God is the holy and sinless agent 
who hardens Pharaoh’s sinful heart, 9:12; 10:20, 27; cf. 4:21; 7:3.  From a passive point of view, this condition is described 
simply as Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, 7:14, 22; 8:19; 9:7, 35.   
 
In addition, we’ve already noted that although the term hardened is represented by three different Hebrew words one 
meaning to make heavy, kabed, 10:1; etc.; chazaq, to strengthen or to make firm for stiff, 14:14; etc.; and qasha, to make 
difficult or severe, 7:3, the common meaning of these terms is the stubborn condition of the heart.  Thus, Pharaoh’s heart 
was hardened in the sense that, literally, it was made heavy against God, it was strengthened against God, and that it was 
made severe or difficult against God.   The hardening of the hearts of Pharaoh and of all the Egyptians, 14:17, signifies an 
implacable and irreversible state of conscious rebellion against God.  It bespeaks a deep-seated hostility against God and a 
state that is unreceptive to his Self-revelation and unresponsive to his to his gospel.   
 
The good news is that this is the condition from which those that have reposed their faith alone in Christ alone for 
salvation, cannot suffer.  Those whom the Lord God has chosen unto himself in Christ from eternity past for his own 
glory and whom, through faith alone in the sinless life, death burial and resurrection of Christ alone for their salvation, 
and to whom the Holy Spirit applies the full benefits of Christ’s redemption to their hearts and lives, cannot lose their 
salvation, Rom 8:31-39; Phi 1:6; etc.  They are forever sealed in their salvation by the Holy Spirit, Eph 1:13-14.  Therefore, 
by virtue of God’s monergistic work in their salvation which constrains them to cooperate with the Holy Spirit in their 
sanctification or spiritual growth, they are mercifully exempt from this tragic and terminal condition called hardening of 
the heart.  This is the good news. 
 
However, this good news or the indicative of the gospel – the declaration of the Triune God’s authoring, accomplishing 
and applying the benefits of Christ salvation to the hearts and minds of the believers – constrains us to honor and glorify 
him by pressing on in this great salvation that he has poured out upon us.  Many times we woefully misunderstand the 
privileges as well as the responsibilities of divine salvation by slackening in our duties of pressing on in our faith.  Many 
times we backslide by yielding to the temptations of the world, the flesh and the devil.  On these occasions of displaced 
and diminished spiritual affections, our hearts become dull to all that the Lord has revealed of himself and to all that he 
requires of us.  In these perilous moments, we have little or no desire to study and no delight in God’s Word which alone 
can save us, Ps 119:41, 81, 174; Jas 1:21.  Our continual sins grieve the Holy Spirit, Eph 4:30.   
 
The Scripture places a high premium on the heart which is the foundation of our being; it is the source of our thought, 
will and emotions.  From this perspective, the heart represents not only the fountain but also the totality of man’s 
reception of and response to God.  Therefore, when a person’s heart is hardened he is to be understood as having turned 
away from and against God with the fullness of his being.  It is with the heart that we either receive or reject God, Isa 6:9-
10; cf. Mt 13:14-15; Acts 28:25-27.   The fundamental condition of the Gentiles is that “They are darkened in their 
understanding, alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of heart.”  
Eph 4:18.  That is to say, the hardening of the heart is essentially an innate moral condition that leads one to despise and 
deny the plain truth of God whose Self -revelation is unmistakably clear and irrefutably convincing, Rom 1:19-23; Jn 1:9-
11; etc. 
 
Thus, the biblical account is that the heart is a corrupted and polluted fountain “For from within, out of the heart of man, 
come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery,  coveting, wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, 
pride, foolishness. All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person."”  Mk 7:21-23.   It is the factory in 
which our sin is fabricated, forged and fortified.   The heart  assaults us with aggressive allurements to sin which can lead 
to death: “..  each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire.  Then desire when it has conceived 
gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death” Jas 1:14 -15.  It is so deceitful and wicked that we 
cannot even plumb the depths of its deadly treachery, Jer 17:9. 


